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November 8, 2010 

 
Members Present: 
 
 Dan Gonnering  Tom Lochner  Gary Popelka 
 Brendan Smith  Tony Hart  Paul Wydeven 
 Greg Lowe   Dave Donnelly Mark Aumann 
 Doug Staller   Matt Schreiber  Tony Fischer 
 Fritz Schubert   Terry Whipple  Mike Agnew 
 
Mike Agnew opened the meeting at Volk Field.  Around the table introductions of the members 
present were made. 
 
Col. Ebben gave a welcome address to the members.  After which, Terry Whipple asked for a 
“drone” update.  (For clarification; Unmanned Aerial Vehicle/generic term, Unmanned Aircraft 
System/Army Term, Remotely Piloted Vehicle/Air Force term) 
 
Mike gave the NCWRPC JLUS briefing.   
 
Mike then passed around the Beale AFB JLUS executive summary and the Ft. Stewart JLUS for 
TAC review. 
 
Terry asked what the most pressing issue at hand was, to which Mike answered disclosure, 
describing disclosure as the requirement that whenever land is purchased the new owner be made 
aware of Volk Field/Hardwood Range and its associated airspace noise and safety issues. 
 
Mike summarizes the local Hardwood situation.  The area is rural, lots of wetlands, forest and 
agriculture.  The area has a very small population which translates into lack of resources for 
zoning and enforcement.  Local residents want things to stay the way they are, which is similar 
to the attitude of Volk Field/Hardwood Range personel. 
 
Brendan Smith reiterates that it is important to realize that even one land owner can cause a 
disruption to training, which is why disclosure is so important. 
 
Mike also mentioned that beyond whatever comes to be as a result of JLUS, the communication 
alone has value and though not in the scope of work, it is a valuable bi-product. 
  
Tony Hart then started a presentation based on the operator’s perspective and Brendan finished 
with Volk Field/Hardwood Range’s impact on the local area.  (See attachment 2) 
 
Terry expressed Juneau County Economic Development’s support for Volk Field, Hardwood 
Range and the JLUS process. 
 



Mike then handed out a copy of the Volk Field/Hardwood Range JLUS Technical Advisory 
Committee Draft Report Outline, dated November 8, 2010, for everyone’s review.  (See 
attachment 3)  Although Mike encouraged everyone to go over the entire document, he wanted to 
focus on Section 4, Land Use Assessment and explain 4.2 Regional Demographics and Growth 
Patterns.  Though breakdown between Volk and Hardwood is easy to understand, the reason for 
the distinction between Hardwood 1 and Hardwood 2 is that by excluding the towns along the 
Wisconsin River, where most of the development in recent years has taken place, a much more 
representative picture of the area directly surrounding Hardwood is presented.  The projections 
used were developed by the State and look to the year 2030 to anticipate likely growth trends. 
 
Mike went on to explain that it was routine for planning processes to look 20 to 30 years into the 
future and attempt to project conditions that are likely to prevail at that time.  He also expressed 
his opinion that recommendations from the Policy Committee should contain the least amount of 
regulation possible, acknowledging the limited resources of local governments in the affected 
areas. 
 
Paul Wydeven compared the JLUS process to WDOT’s community planning that they do for 
their projects. 
 
Mike described how the various agencies represented on the TAC might contribute.  He cited 
Tony Fischer as “traffic cop” for WDNR, referring questions to people who can provide the most 
accurate information to inform the JLUS process.  This is particularly important, since natural 
resource such as wetlands play a crucial role in the area around Hardwood Range.  Since many 
of these issues will relate to land uses, current land uses will be an important consideration for 
the process. 
 
Mike then handed out the Community Planning Timeline.  (See attachment 4) 
 
Paul mentioned that WDOT has a 2030 state-wide road plan online, but Mike said that although 
significant highway expansion is unlikely, especially in the areas around Hardwood Range, that 
WDOT’s oversight of small airports in the vicinity of Hardwood would be of greater importance.  
Paul stated that Scott Brummond would be the WDOT aviation point of contact. 
 
In addition to WDOT’s 2030, access or copies of all the partners planning documents would be 
helpful for Mike and NCWRPC, including GIS layers. 
 
In closing Mike said he is hoping to have a draft of the study document by the January 2011, 
with draft recommendations for the TAC to consider by summer.   
 
The meeting adjourned. 
 


